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physically, mentally quite capable, who is lacking, how-
ever, in normal control of his emotions, and who shows
his instability and poor powers of inhibition by his social
reactions. There is no adequate explanation of his
delinquencies other than his innate defect. Here the
misconduct began prior to adolescence and has continued
over a long period. One can only hope that with advanc-
ing age the boy will be able to exert better control through
a deeper appreciation of the necessity for this. (As a
matter of fact, our later reports show that this boy is
slowly improving.)

Case 38. To illustrate the fact that defects in mental
and emotional control may be so excessive as to verge
upon a psychosis, we cite the following case.

Allen B., nearly 13 years of age, was seen when brought
by his parents, who complained that his behavior at home
was excessively uncontrolled. His older sister reported
that he swore terribly, that recently he had chased his
mother with a knife, shrieking at her and calling her the
worst of names, merely because his bed had been shifted
a little. He had on several occasions attempted to
attack his mother; once he had gathered stones to throw
at her; he had beaten his father ; fought with the brothers
and sisters, calling them insulting names in the presence of
visitors; refused to eat what was prepared for the fam-
ily ; on one occasion in a rage he had run away from home
several blocks on the city streets clad only in his under-
garments. Though poor, the family had tried to humor
him and had bought a violin hoping that he would be-
come interested in music, for which he seemed to have
talent. They paid fifty dollars for the instrument, and
Allen in a fit of temper broke it to pieces. The teacher
who had come to the house was driven out by the boy.
A long recital of misconduct was to the effect that the
boy exhibited extreme temper and lack of control. His